
 
REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO. 13 

SCHOOL BOARD 
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

October 18, 2012 
 
Committee Members Present : L. Andrews, C. Bachofner, D. Robishaw  
Other Board Members Present : G. Emery, C. Curtis  
Staff Members Present : L. Martin, A. Pietroski, L. Schooley, N. Guyer 
Others Present   : Five community members  
Location    : Superintendent’s Office – McLain Building  
 
I. Call to order: 
 

This meeting was called to order by Neal Guyer in the absence of the Curriculum Committee Chair, Sally 
Carleton, at 5:37 PM. 

 
II. Overview of RSU 13 Writing Assessment revisions accomplished during the summer of 2102: 
  
 Committee members welcomed Lilli Martin and Anne Pietroski who serve as Co-Chairs of the K-7 Literacy Team 

for RSU 13.  It was explained that this team consists of ten faculty members that are representative of various 
grade spans and schools within the district.  During the past summer this team worked to review and revise the 
learning objectives/targets for written language, and the materials and rubrics contained within the district’s writing 
assessment. This curriculum initiative was based upon the adoption of the Common Core Standards for this 
critical area of learning. It was also stressed that this pre/post assessment process is intended to capture 
students’ best writing in order to inform instructional planning and highlight on-going curriculum and professional 
development needs.  For this presentation: 

 

 A revised Grade 3 Writing Assessment Packet was reviewed in detail to highlight revisions made that are 
common to all grade levels. 

 The established prompts for grades K-7 were shared along with the rationale for providing student prompt 
choices for some grade levels. 

 Samples of scored student writing were shared and the process/benefits of blind ‘double scoring’ were 
explained. 

 
The RSU 13 Writing Assessment for the fall of 2012 was conducted between September 17

th
 and September 28

th
 

of this year, and faculty members from across the RSU met in grade level teams to score writing together on the 
first teacher workshop day – October 5

th
.  This work was accomplished in a half-day session and all faculty, 

regardless of assignment, participated.  Writing Assessment Reports for the past three years may be accessed 
via the Central office banner of the RSU 13 website.   
 
The K-7 Literacy team will convene again to debrief the fall 2012 writing assessment, follow-up on faculty member 
recommendations for improvements in the assessment process, and continue curriculum development initiatives 
in mid-November.   

  

  III. Update on OHS-W/Herring Gut Learning Center integrated course (ABC – Adventures Beyond 
the Classroom) offering for 2012-2013:  

  
 OHS-W Principal Schooley provided an overview of an innovative, multi-disciplinary course that has been 

developed and is being piloted as a 9
th
 grade math/science/art offering this academic year.  The eighteen 

students enrolled will maintain dual enrollment in both traditional OHS-W offerings and within learning 
opportunities made available in collaboration with the Herring Gut Learning Center (HGLC).  The learning 
experience will culminate in the students researching and developing a Kelp Aquaponics Sugar Lab as a 
prototype for future science and engineering endeavors.  Culminating activities will also involve a show of student 
art work related to this integrated learning experience.  Students will meet standards in all three content areas and 
will have the opportunity to earn additional graduation credits in mathematics (1.5 credits) and science (1.5 
credits).    



 

  
IV. Discussion of Curriculum Committee goals for 2012-2013:  
 
 Committee members deferred on discussing goals for the year until Chair Carleton could be present and until the 

evolving RSU 13 Strategic Plan becomes further defined. 

  
IV. Other/Adjourn: 

 
Five community members attending the meeting asked to be allowed to engage committee members  
in discussion.  Committee members agreed to allow visiting public members to speak despite their not being  
included on the meeting agenda. Neal Guyer noted that any such discussion would be limited to 15-20 minutes. 

      This public comment focused upon Ms. Beverly Cowan’s and other speakers’ contentions that a textbook utilized 
      in RSU 13 provides inaccurate information regarding the religion of Islam, and that supplemental materials should  
      be provided to students for instructional purposes. Printed materials were distributed to curriculum committee 
      members and discussion was concluded so that the committee could adjourn on schedule.    

 
The Committee confirmed that it will meet again on November 15, 2012 at 5:30 PM. 

  
 This meeting was adjourned by Neal Guyer at 6:55 PM. 

 


